Zollinger-Ellison syndrome with pneumopericardium.
A 55-year-old white male was found to have the Zollinger-Ellison syndrome in 1971. Supposed total gastrectomy was performed at that time. When an esophageal ulcer was found, six years later, esophagoscopic biopsy revealed residual gastric mucosa. The patient was given cimetidine 300 mg qid because it was felt he could not tolerate further surgery. After eight months of cimetidine therapy, the patient was admitted to the hospital because of retrosternal pain. Pneumopericardium was discovered, and at autopsy a large penetrating gastrojejunal ulcer was demonstrated.